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For the Relief of Insolvent Debtors in Ireland. 



Note . — The Figures in the Margin denote the Number of the Folios 
in the written Copy. 



1 notwithstanding the occasional Acts which have Preamble, 
from time to time passed for the relief of Insolvent Debtors, 

and the discharge of many Prisoners for Small Debts by charitable dona- 
tions, great numbers of persons generally remain confined for debt in 
difterent Prisons m Ireland-, and it is therefore expedient to make a 
permanent provision for the relief of Insolvent Debtors in Ireland, under 
certain restrictions ; 

it tficrtfiore CSnacttb by The KIN G’s Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority 
of the same, THAT from and after the Appointment 

it shall be lawful for the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Court. 
Governor or Governors of Ireland, to appoint one fit person, being a Bar- 
rister at law, of ten years standing at the least, to be His Majesty’s Com- 
missioner for the relief of Insolvent Debtors, and to preside in a Court to 

2 be called “ The Court for Relief of Insolvent Debtors,” which shall be a 

court of record for the purposes of this Act, and it shall be lawful for the 
Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland, to 
appoint a Chief Clerk, with sueh number of assistant clerks, not exceed- 
ing as such Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or • 

Governors of Ireland shall think proper, and a Provisional Assignee, to 
be the respective officers of the said Court ; and that when and as soon a.s 
the said respective appointments shall have been noti(ied in The Duhlin 
Gazette, such Court shall be deemed to be fully constituted and estab- 
lished, and that such Court shall have such like and ^e same powers of 
compelling the attendance of witnesses, and of requiring and compelling 
the production of books papers and wTitings, as are now possessed by 
any of the superior Courts in Dublin, and that the said Court shall 
also have the power of committing all persons guilty of any contempt 
to the said Court, to the Marshalsea of the Four Courts, and the 
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power of fining in a summary way any of the officers of the said Court 
who shall be guilty of any negligence, wilful or unnecessary delay or 
other misconduct whatsoever, towards any of the suitors of the said 
court, his her or their attornies or agents : Provided always, That 
the said Court shall not have the power of awarding costs against any 
person or persons whatsoever, except in such cases only where such costs 
are hereinafter expressly mentioned and permitted to be awarded by 
this Act. 



Officers of Provided alw’ays, and be it further Enacted, That it shall not be 3 
wkeGra”** lawful for the send Commissioner, or the chief clerk, assistant clerks, 
tuities. provisional assignee, or any other of the officers of the said Court, to take 
any money, fee, reward or other gratuity whatsoever, from any of the 
suitors of the said Court, his her or their attornies or agents, upon any 
pretence whatsoever ; and that no conveyance, assignment, affidavit, or 
other proceedings whatsoever in the said Court, shall be liable to the 
payment of or be chargeable or charged with the payment of any stamp 
or other duty whatsoever. 



Peribns may 
apply for 
difcharge 
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Claims of 
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Schedule. 



Provided always, and be it further Enacted, That when and as soon as the 
said Court shall be folly constituted and established, it shall be lawful for 
every person in Ireland, who shall be in actual custody upon any process 
whatsoever, issuing from any Court whatsoever, for or by reason of any 
debt, damage, costs, sum or sums of money, or contempt for nonpayment 
of money whatsoever, at any time within the space of fourteen days next 
after the establishment of such Court, or the commencement of such 
actual custody, to apply by Petition in a summary way, to the Court 
to be established by virtue of this Act, for his or her discharge from 
such confinement, according to the provisions of this Act ; and in such 
petition shall be stated the place wherein such' prisoner shall be then 
confined, the time when such prisoner was first charged in custody, 
together with the name or names of the person or persons at whose 4 
suit or prosecution he or she shall, at the time of presenting such 
petition, be detained in custody ; and the amount of the debts and sums 
of money for which such Prisoner shall be so detained ; and shall pray 
to be discharged from custody, and to have future liberty of his or her 
pereon against the demands for which such Prisoner shall be then in 
custody, and against the demands of all other persons who shall be or 
claim to be creditors of such Prisoner jit the time of presenting such 
petition ; to which petition shall be annexed a Schedule, containing a full 
and true description of all and every person and persons to whom such 
Prisoner shall then be indebted, or who, to his or her knowledge or belief, 
shall claim to be his or her creditors, together with the nature and amount 
of such debts and claims respectively, distinguishing such as shall be ad- 
mitted from such as shall be disputed by such Prisoner ; and also a full true 
and perfect account of all the estates and effects, real and personal, in pos- 
session, reversion, remainder or expectancy, and also of all rights and powers 
of every nature and kind whatsoever, whkh such Prisoner, or any other 
person or persons in trust for such Prisoner, or for his or her use benefit or 
advantage in any, mmmer whatsoever, sb^l be seised or possessed of, or 

interested 
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interested in or entitled unto, or which such Prisoner or any person or per- 
sons in trust for him or her, or for his or her benefit, shall have any power to 
dispose of, or charge for the benefit or advantage of such Prisoner at 
the time of presenting such petition, together with a full true and perfect 
account of all debts at such time owing to such Prisoner, or to any perscm 
or persons in trust for him or her, or for his or her benefit or advantage, 
either solely or jointly with any other person or persons ; and the names and 
places of abode of the several persons from whom such debts shall be due 
or owing, and of the witnesses who can prove such debts, so far as such 
Prisoner can set forth the same ; and such Schedule shall also fully and 
truly describe the wearing apparel and bedding of such Prisoner, and his 
or her family ; and the working tools and implements, and other such ne- 
cessaries, not exceeding in the w'hole the sum of twenty pounds, -which 
may be excepted by such Prisoner from the operation of this Act, 
together witli the values of such excepted articles respectively ; and the 
said Petition and Schedule shall be respectively subscribed by such 
Prisoner, and shall forthwith be filed in the said Court. 

And be it further Enacted, That in case any such Prisoner shall have p«ition>ng 
been arrested on mesne process, and shall have remained in actual cus- 
tody during the space of nine mentis, without having claimed the surrender of 
benefit of this Act, or in case any such Prisoner shall be in actual 
custody, charged in execution upon any judgment obtained against such 
Prisoner in any suit whatsoever, it shall and may be lawful for any one 
person being or claiming to be creditor of such Prisoner to the amount 
of or for any two or more persons being or claim- 

ing to be creditors of such Prisoner to the amount of 

to apply by Petition in a summary way to the said Court, 
that such Prisoner may be compelled to surrender his or her property for 
the general benefit of all his or her creditors ; and in such petition such 
creditor or creditors shall set forth the nature and amount of the respec- 
tive debt or debts due and owing from such Prisoner to such creditor or 
creditors respectively, and the time when they were contracted ; and to 
such petition shall be annexed an affidavit made by the said creditor 
or creditors, and sworn before one of the Commissioners of the said 
Court, or before a Master ordinary or extraordinary in Chancery, which 
oath they are hereby respectively authorized to administer ; in which 
affidavit such creditor or creditors shall respectively swear, that the con- 
tents of such petition are true ; and such petition and affidavit shall be 
respectively subscribed by such creditor or creditor, and shall be filed in 
the said Court. 

Provided always, and be it ftirther Enacted, That when and as soon order upon 
as such petition and affidavit shall have been filed in the said Court, such 
Court shall forthwith order such Prisoner to make out and deliver to the 
said Court, such like and the same Schedule as is hereinbefore directed to 
to' be made out and delivered, in case such Prisoner shall petition the said 
Court for his or her discharge ; provided always, that in case such 
Prisoner shall neglect or refuse to make out and deliver any sudi sche- 
dule within a reasonable time, it shall and may be lawful for such Court 
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to order that such Prisoner be committed to the common gaol or house of 
correction nearest to the place where such Prisoner shall be in such 
actual custody, there to be kept to hard labour till he shall submit him- 
self to the said Court, or until the said Court shall make further order to 
the contrary; and that when and as soon as such Prisoner shall have 
made out and delivered such schedule to the said Court, such schedule 
shall be filed in the said Court. 

pSoMr further Enacted, That when and as soon as the said petition 

veiteTin the schedule of such Petitioner, or the petition and affidavit of such g 

A%liee.^‘ creditor or creditors, together with the schedule of such Prisoner, as are 
•hereinbefore mentioned, shall have been respectively filed in the said 
Court, all the estate, right, title, interest and trust of such Prisoner, of 
in -and unto all the real estate, and to all the personal estate, debts, books 
and effects of every such Prisoner, except to the wearing apparel bedding 
and other such necessaries of such Prisoner, and his or her family, ex- 
cepted in such Prisoner's schedule, shall immediately be and the same is 
hereby vested in the Provisional Assignee of the said Court : Provided 
always, That the said Court shall and may order and direct such pro- 
visional assignee, or such assignee or assignees as are hereinafter men- 
tioned, to pay out of the said estate and effects' before mentioned to the 
said Prisoner, such allowance for his or her support and maintenance 
during such Prisoner’s confinement in actual custody, as to the said 
Court shaU seem reasonable and fit. 

Appointment ' And be it further Enacted, That the said Court shall forthwith, after 

Meeting;. such petitions and other proceedings shall have been respectively filed in 
the said Court, cause notice thereof to be inserted in The Dublin Gazette, 
and in such other two or more new-spapers as the said Court shall direct ; 
and shall appoint a day and place for the creditors of such Prisoner to q 
meet before the said Court, which meeting shall in every case be ap- 
pointed to take place within one calendar month next after the day of 
filing such petitions respectively, to prove their respective debts, and to 
choose an Assignee or Assignees of the estate and effects of such Pri- 
soner ; at which meeting the said Court shall admit the proof of the 
debts of such creditors as shall so be present, and such Assignee or As- 
signees shall be so chosen accordingly ; and in case any creditor shall 
live more than miles from the place of such meeting, then 

such Court may receive proof of such creditor’s debt by affidavit, and 
such Court may also admit any person duly authorized by letter of 
attorney from such creditors, oath being made of the. due execution 
thereof, by an affidavit sworn before a Master in Chancery, ordinary or 
extraordinary, or before the said Court viva voce, which oath they 
are hereby respectively authorized to administer ; and in case of any 
creditor residing in foreign parts, such affidavit to be made before a 
magistrate where the party shall be residing, and together with such 
creditor’s letter of attorney, attested by 'a notary public, to vote with 
such other creditors who shall be present, and shall have proved their 
debts before such Court, in the choice of an assignee or assignees jq 
of such Prisoner's estate and effects in the place of such absent creditor; 

‘ and 
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«nd such person or persons as the major part in value of such creditors, 
according to the several debts then proved shall choose, shall be appointed 
assi«^nee or assignees of the estate and effects of such Prisoner ; and the 
assignee or assignees so chosen shall be obliged to keep one or more 
distinct book or books of account, wherein he or they shall duly enter all 
sums of money or other effects, w’hich he or they shall have got in or 
received out of the said Prisoner’s estate, to which book or books of 
account every creditor who shall have proved his or her debt, shall at all 
reasonable times have free resort, and inspect the same as often as he or 
she shall think fit. 

Provided always, and be it further Enacted, That the said Court Compelling 
shall and may order such Prisoner to be brought before the Court from witneffes. 
time to time, for the purpose of examining such Prisoner, and shall and 
may examine such Prisoner upon oath, touching all such matters and 
things as to such Court shall seem reasonable and proper ; and the said 
Court shall and may disallow the proof of such debts as shall not be 
satisfactorily proved, and also expunge such debts as shall not have been 
1 1 bmajide incurred, notwithstanding Uie same shall have been admitted 
in the schedule of such Prisoner : Provided always, That in case any 
such debt shall be disallowed by such Court, or in case any creditor shall 
wholly omit and neglect to prove his debt before such Court, such creditor 
shall from and after the discharge of such Prisoner as hereinafter men- 
tioned, be for ever barred from recovering such debt ; unless on special 
application the Court shall, upon condition of not disturbing any dividend 
or dividends theretofore made, admit of such proof, or {devious to the final 
dividend admit a claim for the same. 

And be it further Enacted, That at the said first and other adjourned Commissioner 
meetings of creditors hereinbefore mentioned, the -said Court shall into Parti- 
examine into the particulars of the Schedule delivered by such Pri- 
soner, and the truth of the statements therein contained, and shall also 
examine into the manner in which such debts shall have been contracted, 
and whether sudi Prisoner shall have unnecessarily delayed, or put any 
of his creditors to unnecessary expense, by any vexatious or frivolous 
defence in any action. 

And be it further Enacted, That wdien and as soon as the choice of Eflate ofPro. 
such assignee or assignees shall be made at the said first meeting of ligneeto* 
creditors, before the said Court, and such assignee or assignees shall 
n 2 signify to the said Court their acceptance of the said appointment, every when ap- 
such Prisoner’s estate, effects, rights and powers vested in such provisional 
assignee as aforesaid, shall immediately beconre, and the same are hereby 
vested in such assignee or assignees in trust for the benefit of such 
assignee or assignees and the rest of the creditors of every such Prisoner, 
in respect of or in proportion to their respective debts ; and such as- fff^s^o^f^Prl- 
signee or assignees in whom the same shall become vested as aforesaid, foners (hall 
is and are hereby fully empowered to sue from time to time as tliere signees chofen 
may be occasion, in his her or their own name or names, for the recovery, Meeting, 
obtaining and enforcing any estate, effects rights or powers of any such 
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Prisoner ; and also to execute any trust or power vested in or created for 
the use or benefit of any such Prisoner, but in trust for the beneht of 
such assignee or assignees, and the rest of the creditors of every such 
Prisoner, and to give such discharge and discharges to any person or 
persons who shall respectively be indebted to such Prisoner as may be 
requisite ; and every such assignee or assignees shall, witli all convenient 
speed after his or their accepting such appointment, use his and their best 
endeavours to receive and get in the estate and effects of every such 
Prisoner, arid shall uith all convenient speed make sale of all the 
effects of such Prisoner vested in such assignee or assignees j and if such 13 
Prisoner shall be interested in or entitled to any real estate, either in 
possession reversion remainder or expectancy, the same, within the space 
of tw elve months after the appointment and acceptance of such assignee 
or assignees, shall be sold by public auction, by and with the consent 
of, and in such manner and at such place as shall be agi'eed on, under the 
hands of the major part of the creditors of any such Prisoner, who shall 
assemble together on any notice in writing, published days before 

such sale shall be made, in The Dublin Gazette, and in some daily paper 
printed and published in Dublin, if the Prisoner before his or her 
commitment to actual custody resided in Dublin, or wdthin the Cir- 
cular Road, and if elsewhere, tlien in some printed newspaper which 
shall be published in or near the county, city, town, or place in which 
such Prisoner resided, before he or she was committed to actual custody; 
and every such assignee or assignees, at the end of three months at the 
farthest, from the time of his or their appointment and acceptance as 
aforesaid, shall make a fair and just dividend of all such Prisoner’s estate 
and effects which shall have been .then recovered, amongst his or her 
creditors, in proportion and in regard to each creditor’s respective 
debt; but before any such dividend shall be made, such assignee or 
assignees shall make up an account of such Prisoner’s estate, and every 
such account shall contain a fair and just account of the estate and effects 
of every such Prisoner, got in by or for such assignee or assignees, and 
of all payments made in respect thereof; and such assignee or assignees 
shall make oath of the truth of such account before the said Court, or 
before a Master ordinary or extraordinary in Chancery, which oath they 
are hereby respectively authorized to administer ; and notice of the making 
of every such dividend shall be published in the like manner as a meeting 
of the creditors is hereinbefore directed to be published days 

at the least before the same shall be made. 

And be it further Enacted, That in case such Prisoner, or any of his 
or her creditors who shall have proved their debts, shall at any time be 1 5 
dissatisfied with the account of any assignee or assignees so rendered 
upon oath as aforesaid, or in case any such assignee or assignees shall 
neglect to render such account, or shall neglect to dispose of the pro- 
perty or collect the effects of such Prisoner, or shall in any manner 
waste or mismanage the estate or effects of such Prisoner, or neglect to 
make a due distribution thereof, it shall be lawful for such Court, upon 
the application of such Prisoner, or of any such creditor as aforesaid, 
to_ require such assignee or assignees to render such account on oath 

as 
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as is directed by this Act, if not before rendered, and to examine any 
account so' rendered, and to inquire into any waste mismanagement or 
necrlect of the estate or effects of such Prisoner, and direct a proper 
administration thereof, and ascertain the produce of such estate and 
effects to be divided amongst the creditors of such Prisoner, and direct 
the distribution thereof accordingly, and to require and compel the pro- 
duction of all books papers and writings necessary for such purposes, 
and to examine all parties and their witnesses on oatli, as the case may 
require, and to take all such measures as shall be necessary for the com • 
i 6 pelUng and rendering of . such account and the due investigation thereof, 
and the proper disposition and distribution of the effects of such prisoner 
according to this Act, and to award costs against any of the parties as 
justice shall require ; and the decisions of the said Court upon all such 
matters shall be final and conclusive. 

Provided always, and be it further Enacted, That all and every Aanuitanti. 
creditor and creditors of any such Prisoner, for any sum and sums of 
money payable by way of Annuity or otherwise, at any future time or 
times, by virtue of any bond covenant or other securities of any nature 
whatsoever, may be and shall be entitled to be admitted a creditor or 
creditors, and shall be entitled to receive a dividend or dividends of the 
estate of such Prisoner, in such manner and upon such terms and con- 
ditions as such creditor or creditors would have been entitled unto by the 
laws now in force if such Prisoner had become bankrupt, and without 
prejudice in future to their respective securities, otherwise than as the 
same would have been affected by a proof made in respect thereof by 
a creditor under a commission of bankrupt, and a certificate obtained 
by the bankrupt under such commission. 

PerlbnshoW* 

1 7 • Provided always, and be it Enacted, That any person holding any ing Security 
security whatsoever, for which such Prisoner never received any valuable PHrlne^nerer 
consideration, shall not be entitled to receive any benefit from the estate 
of such Prisoner, unless the person holding such security shall make it fideration, 
appear to the satisfaction of the. Court at such first or other adjourned entitled to 
meeting, that he or she became possessed of the same bomjide and for ^ 

good or valuable consideration. of Prifoner. 

Provided further, and be it also Enacted, That no suit in law or Suits not to be 
equity shall be commenced by any assignee or assignees of any such Pri- 
soner’s estate and effects, without the consent of tlie major part in value 
of the creditors of such Prisoner, who shall meet together pursuant to a credimr*. 
notice, to be given at least tlays before such meeting in The Dublin 

Gazette or other newspaper which shall be published in the neighbourhood 
of the last residence of such Prisoner, for that purpose. 



Provided always, and be it further Enacted, That nothing in this Act Giving 
shall extend or be construed to hinder or prevent any Mortgage charges or 
claims upon the estate of such Prisoner, or any part thereof, made prior 
to the commencement of the actual custody of the said Prisoner, to take 
place upon the lands tenements or hereditaments, or personal estate or 
i 8 effects, comprised in or charged or affected by such mortgage charges or 
liens respectively, nor to prevent any statute staple, statute merchant, 
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recognizance or judgment acknowledged by or obtained against suck 
Prisoner, prior to the commencement of sacli actual custody of suck 
Prisoner as aforesaid, to take place upon the lands tenements or real 
estates of such Prisoner ; and also where any inquisition shall have been 
taken upon any such statute or recognizance, or any writ of execution 
shall have been taken out and ddivered to the Sheriff or proper officer 
upon , any such judgment, before such Prisoner shall have been committed 
to actual custody as aforesaid, the personal estate of such Prisoner shall 
be subject thereto, in the first place for so mudi as shall remain due 
upon such mortgage charge (the amount thereof to be first ascertained 
by an account to be taken by the Court,) lien, statute, recognizance, 
or judgment respectively, in like manner as such mortgagees and persons 
having such charges or liens and creditors by statute recognizance or 
judgment respectively would have been preferred to other creditors of 
an inferior nature, against the real or personal estate of such Prisoner, if 
this Act had not been made, any thing hereinbefore contained to the con- 
trary notwiriistanding. 

AND whereas many persons who may claim the benefit of this Act, or 
be brought within the operation of this Act, may be seised and possessed of 
lands tenements and hereditaments to hold for the term of their natural 
lives, w ith power of granting leases with or without taking fines, on such 
estate for one two or three lives in possession or reversion, or for some 
number of years determinable upon lives, or haye powers over real or per- 
sonal estate, which such Prisoners could execute for their own advantage, 
and which said pow'ers ought to be executed for the benefit of the creditors 
of such Prisoners ; BE it therefore Enacted, That in every such case all 
and every the powers of leasing such lands tenements and hereditaments, 
and all other such powers as aforesaid, over real or personal estate, which 
are or shall be vested in any such Prisoner as aforesaid, shall be and are 
hereby vested in the assignee or assignees qf the teal and personal estate 
of such Prisoner, by virtue of this Act, to be by such assignee or assignee^ 
executed for the benefit of all and every the c^ediCcqs pf such prisoner 
as aforesaid. 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful at all times 
hereafter for any assignee or assignees of the estate or effects of any 
prisoner who shall be chosen in pursuance of this Act, by and with the 
consent of the major part in value of the creditors of such Prisoner, 
who shall be present at a meeting to be had on days 

notice previously given for the purpose hereafter mentioned in The 
Dublin Gazette, if the Prisoner was in custody in Dublin or within the 
Circular Road, and if not, then also in some newspaper which shaH 
he published in the county city or place in or near which such Pri- 
soner shall have been in such actual custody, to make Compositions 
with any debtors or accountants to such Prisoner, where the same 
shall appear necessary or reasonable, and to take such reasonable part 
of any such debt as can upon such composition be gotten, in full 
discharge of such debts and accounts, and to submit to arbitration any 
vdifference or dispute between such assignee or assignees and any person 

or 
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or persons^ for or on account or by reason of any matter cause or thing 
relating to the estate and effects of such Prisoner ; and every such 
assignee or assignees is and are hereby indemnified for what they shall 
fairly do in the premises, in pursuance of this Act. 

And be it further Enacted, That the Assignee or Assignees of any Assignee may 
such Prisoner shall have power, by virtue of this Act, by deed indented mMo«,°ands, 
and enrolled within months after the making thereof, in some of 

His Majesty’s Courts of Record in DubVm, to grant} bargain, sell and creditors, 
convey any manors, lands, tenements or hereditaments, whereof any 
such Prisoner is or shall be in any ways seised, of any estate in tail, in 
possession, reversion or remainder, and whereof no reversion or remainder 
is or shall be in the King’s Majesty, His heirs^and successors, of the gift 
or provision of His Majesty, His Progenitors, His heirs or successors, to 
any person or persons, for the relief or benefit of the Creditors of such 
21 Prisoner; and that all and every such grants, bargains, sales and con- 
veyances, shall be good and available in the law to such person or per- 
sons, and their heirs, against the said Prisoner, and against all and 
every the issues of the body of such Prisoner, and against all and every 
person and persons claiming any estate, right, title or interest, by from 
or under such Prisoner, and against all and every other person or per 
sons whomsoever, whom the said Prisoner by common recovery or other 
ways and means might cut off or debar from any remainder, reversion, 
rent, profit, title or possibility, into or out of the said manors, lands, 
tenements or hereditaments. 



And be it further Enacted, That in case no assignee or assignees of the Appointing 
estate and effects of such Prisoner shall have been chosen at such first 
meeting of creditors hereinbefore mentioned, or in case of the death in- 
capacity or misconduct of any such assignee, or in case any such assignee 
shall be unwilling to act as assignee, it shall and may be lawful to and for 
any creditor of such Prisoner, to apply to the said Court to appoint another 
assignee or assignees, with like powers and authorities as are given by this 
Act to the original assignee or assignees ; and the said Court shall have 
power to appoint such assignee or assignees, and to oblige any assignee 
22 who shall be removed, and the heirs, executors, administrators and 
assigns of any deceased assignee, to account for and deliver up all such 
estate and effects, books, papers, writings, deeds and all other evidences 
relating thereto, as shall remain in his or her hands, to be applied for the 
purposes of this Act ; and the decision of the said Court thereupon shall 
be final and conclusive ; and upon such order for appointing such new 
assignee or assignees, all and every property real and personal, and all 
rights and powers vested by virtue of this Act, either in the provisional 
assigneee or in such former assignee at his or her death or removal, 
whether solely or together with any other assignee or assignees, shall 
become, and be ipso facto vested in such new assignees, in the like plight 
and manner in all respects. 



And be it further Enacted, That in case any such assignee or assignees, 
or the heirs executors or administrators of any deceased assignee or 
522. C assignees. 
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assignees, shall not deliver over anv part of such estate or effects, or pay 
Prifoner*. balance of the produce of any such estate or effects, found to be 

in the hands of such assignee or assignees, or of such heirs executors or 
administrators as aforesaid, according to the tenor of this Act, it shall be 
lawful for the Court to be established by virtue of this Act, to order the 
person or persons so offending to be arrested and. committed to the gaol of 
the county, county of a city or county of a town where they shall reside, 23 
there to remain without bail or mainprize, until such person or persons 
shall have tulfilled the duty required by this Act, or until such Court shall 
make other order to the contrary. 

Notice to be And be it fiuther Enacted, That when and as soon as the said creditors 
Prifo"rr will shall have proved their respective debts, and the said Court shall have 
examined into the Schedule of the said Prisoner, the said Court shall forth- 
with cause days notice to be given in The Dublin Gazette, and 

in such one or more newspaper as the said Court shall direct, of the day 
on which the said Prisoner will be brought before the said Court for his final 
examination, and that upon such day the said Court shall cause such Pri- 
soner to be brought before the Court, to be examined touching the truth of 
the matters contained in such Petition and Schedule ; and in case 
days notice shall have been given to such Prisoner by any creditor whose 
debts shall have been allowed, of his or her intention to oppose such 
Prisoner’s discharge, -it shall mid may be lawful, both for the said creditor 
and ahy other of the creditors of the said Prisoner, whose debts shall have 
been allowed, to oppose in person or by Attorney or Counsel, such Prisoner’s 
discharge, and for that purpose to put such questions to such Prisoner as 
the said Court shall think fit, touching the matters Contained in such peti- 24 
tion and schedule, and torching such other matters as the said Court shall 
be of opinion that it may be fit and proper to inquire into, in order to the 
due execution of this Act ; and in case such Prisoner shall not be oppMcd, 
or in case such Prisoner shall upon such examination answer fully and to 
the satisfaction of the said Court, then and in such case such Court shall 
declare that such Prisoner is entitled to the benefit of tliis Act, and shall 
forthwith order that so soon as such Prisoner shall have been in actual 
custody for the full term of calendar montlis, to be 

computed from the date of such Prisoner’s first being committed to such 
actual custody, or from the commencement of this Act, if such Prisoner 
shall be then in custody, such Prisoner shall be discharged from custody : 
Provided always, That in case it shall appear to such Court, that the 
op|K)sition to the petition of Such Prisoner by any of such creditors is 
frivolous or vexatious, that then it shall and may be lawful for such 
Court to award such costs to such Prisoner as shall appear unto the Court 
to be just and reasonable. 

Where Pri- And be it further Enacted, That in case it shall appear to the saki 
Court, upon the examination of such Prisoner, or by evidence, that such 
fraudulently, Prisoner shall have contracted any of the said debts fraudulently or with- 25 
finenient to out having any reasonable or probable expectation at the time when they 
be extended. ^ave been so contracted, of paying the same, then it shall and may 

be lawful for the said Court to order that the term of the confinement Of 
■ sucl^ 
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such Prisoner before he shall be so discharged out of custody, shall be ex- 
tended from months to any period not exceeding years, 

to be computed from the date of such Prisoner’s being first committed 
to such actual custody as aforesaid. 

And be it further Enacted, That in case it shall appear to the said Preventing 
Court, by such examination or by evidence, that any such Prisoner shall deiay'lnd^ 
hai'e put any of his or her creditors who shall have proved their debts, to 
any unnecessary expense, by any vexatious or frivolous defence to any suit 
for recovering the same, it shall and may be lawful for such Court to 
order that the term of such Prisoner’s confinement before he shall be 
discliargcd, shall be extended from months to any term not exceed- 
ing months, to be computed as aforesaid. 

And be it further Enacted, That in case it shall appear to the said PunUhing 
Court, that any such Prisoner shall have wilfully or fraudulently omitted f^ljy 
any effects or property whatsoever, to the value of not less than EfFefts or 

26 in the whole, in his or her Schedule, then and in such case such u!e?s^he'" 

Court shall order such Prisoner to be discharged out of custody when 
and as soon as such Prisoner shall have been in such actual custody for 
the term of months, to be computed as aforesaid. 

And be it further Enacted, That the Assistant Barristers shall and may Appointment 
proceed as hereinafter provided for tlie purposes of tliis Act, within their ofExammeri. 
respective counties, and within any counties of cities or towns to which 
their jurisdiction for the trial of civil bills shall extend respectively ; and 
that it shall and may be lawful for such Court to order, in all cases 
where such Court shall see fit to order, that such Prisoner's schedule shall 
be referred, and that such first and otlier adjourned'-meetings of creditors 
for the purposes aforesaid, hereby authorized to be held before the said 
Court, shall and may in like manner be held before such Assistant 
Barristers respectively, and all such powers as are hereinbefore given 
for the purposes of this Act, to such Court in that behalf, shall and may 
be, and the same are hereby given to such Assistant Barristers : PrOf 
vided always, That such like and the same notices of such first and 
other adjourned meetings as are hereinbefore required to be ^ven, in 
37 case such meeting shall be held before the said Court, shall be given in 
case such first and adjourned meetings shall, by order of the said Court; 
be held before one of such Assistant Barristers as aforesaid, and that 
every such Assistant Barrister shall in all cases certify the proof of such 
debts as shall have been allowed before him, together with such Pri- 
soner’s schedule, and the mode in which such Prisoner’s debts shall have 
been contracted, and all other matters and things hereinbefore mentioned, 
together with his opinion thereon, to the Court to be establislied by virtue 
of this Act, in order to pass the final examination of such Prisoner as 
h^einafter mentioned. 

And be it further Enacted, That the Court established by virtue of this 
Act, shall and may in such cases as they shall tliink fit, order and direct 
that such Priscmer, instead of being brought before such Court for final 
examination, shall be examined by the said Assistant Barristers respec- 
,522. lively 
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ant Barrifters lively at the General Quarter Sessions of the Peace, or any adjournment. 

thereof, who are hereby respectively empowered and required to take such 
examination pursuant to such order ; and the said Court shall forthwith 
cause days notice to be given in The Dublin Gazette, and 

in such one or more newspapers as the said Court shall direct, of the 
day on which, and the place where the said Prisoner will be brought before a8 
the said Assistant Barrister for his final examination ; and such Prisoner 
shall, according to such order, be carried before such Assistant Barrister 
(for which such order shall be a sufficient w’arrant ;) and in case any one 
creditor, whose debt shall have been allowed, shall give days notice to 
such Assistant Barrister of his or her intention to oppose in person or by 
Attorney or Counsel, such Prisoner’s discharge, then it shall and may be 
lawful for any other creditor whose debt shall have been allowed, to opposse 
in manner aforesaid such Prisoner’s discharge, and to put to such Prisoner 
all such questions as to such Assistant Barrister shall appear relevant and 
proper ; and such Prisoner shall answer upon oath all such questions ; 
and if it shall appear to the said Assistant Barrister, upon such final 
examination or by evidence, that such Prisoner is entitled to the benefit of 
this Act, then the said Assistant Barrister shall so declare and adjudge, 
and shall certify the same to the Court to be established by virtue of this 
Act; and in case it shall appear to the said Assistant Barrister, by such 
examination or by evidence, that such Prisoner shall have contracted 
any of such debts as shall have been allowed, fraudulently, or without 
any reasonable or probable expectation at the time of contracting the same 
of being able to pay the same, or that such Prisoner shall have put any 29 
of such creditors as shall have proved their debts to unnecessary expense, 
by any vexatious or frivolous defence or improper delay in any suit for 
recovering the same, or that such Prisoner shall have wilfully or fraudu- 
lently omitted any effects or property whatsoever, to the value of 

or more in the whole, in his schedule, then such Assistant 
Barrister shall so declare and adjudge, and shall also declare and adjudge 
in like manner, and subject to the same limitations as are hereinbefore 
mentioned and imposed in such cases upon the Court to be established by 
virtue of this Act, for what period of time such Prisoner shall remain in 
actual custody before such Prisoner shall be discharged from custody by 
virtue of this Act ; and such Assistant Barrister shall forthwith certify 
the same to the Court to be established by virtue of this Act ; and there- 
upon such Court shall accordingly order and direct that the said Prisoner 
shall be discharged from custody; when and so soon as he shall have 
been in such actual custody for the full period of time expr^sed in such 
certificate as aforesaid. 

And be it further Enacted, That every Prisoner or Prisoners applying 
for his her or their discharge under the provisions of this Act, who shall 3 ^ 
refuse to produce to the said Court, or to the Assignee or Assignees of his 
her or their estates and effects, all his her or their Books of Account and 
other Papers containing his her or their Accounts made up to the latest 
period to which the same can be brought down, and all and singular the 
vouchers and documentary evidence relating to the estate and efiects of 
such Prisoner or Prisoners, not having a reasonable excuse arising from 

the 
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the necessity of adjusting the said Accounts or otherwise, to be allowed 
by the said Court; such Prisoner or Prisoners so refusing shall not be 
entitled to the benefit of this Act, or to his her or their discharge under 
or by virtue thereof. 

And be it further Enacted, That such order of the said Court for the 
Discharge of such Prisoner shall in all cases be final and conclusive, difchargeof 
and shall not be again revived by the said Court, unless such Court shall 
after such Prisoner shall have been adjudged guilty of any fraud or other 
offence within this Act, see good and sufficient cause to believe that such 
adjudication and the order founded thereon, have been made upon false 
evidence ; and in such case it shall and may be lawful for such Court, on 
21 such Prisoner giving days notice in The Dublin Gazette, and 

such One or more newspapers as the Court shall direct, to order such Pri- 
soner to be brought again before them and to rehear the matter, and there- 
upon to make such order as shall be agreeable to the rules and principles 
prescribed by this Act : Proyided always, That in case such Court shall 
entertain any doubt touching any matter alleged against such Prisoner 
at the time of his final examination before-mentioned, to prevent his or 
her discharge, or touching the examination of such Prisoner, it shall be 
lawful for such Court to remand such Prisoner to custody, and afterwards 
to cause such Prisoner to be again brought up for examination, as often 
as to the said Court shall seem fit. 

And be it further Enacted, That after such final order and decision of Por Difcharge 
/ the said Court, it shall and may be lawful for the said Court, at any time 
during the continuance of such Prisoner in such actual custody, up«o 
an application of three-fouxths at least in number and value of tlie 
creditors of such Prisoner who shall have proved tlieir debts, to order the 
immediate discharge of such Prisoner out of custody: Provided always, 

That such application shall have no effect in case such Prisoner shall have 
been adjudged to have fraudulently contracted any one of the debts which 
shall have been proved, or put any creditor who shall have proved his 
debt to any unnecessary expense by a vexatious or frivolous defence, or 
by improper delay in any suit for recovering the same. 

And be it further Enacted, That when and as soon as such Court judgment to 
shall have ordered the discharge of such Prisoner, as aforesaid, judgment 
shall be entered up against such Prisoner in some one of the superior Courts. 
Courts in Dublin, in the name of the assignee or assignees of such Pri- 
soner, for the amount of such debts as shall have been proved against 
such Prisoner, and which shall at the time of such order remain due 
and unpaid to the said creditors ; and such judgment shall have the force 
of a recognizance, and such' order of the Court to be established by 
virtue of this Act shall be a sufficient authority to the proper officer for 
entering up' such judgment ; and in case the amount of the debts of such 
Prisoner, at the time of such order, shall not exceed in the whole the 
sum of then and in such case it shall and may be 

lawful fir the Court to be established by virtue of this Act to direct that 
judgment shall be entered up in such superior Court for any such sum, 
being less than the amount of such debts, as shall be specified in a petition 
5>2. D for 
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for that purpose, to tlie Court to be estal)Iished by virtue of lliLs Act 
signed by at least iu number and value of the creditor* 

who shall have proved their debts. 

Punifliing And be it further Enacted, That if any Prisoner who shall aDDlv for 

Perfonsgmltv i , v i '' rP j 

of Perjury. lus Or her discharge under the provisions of this Act, or any other 
persons taking an oath under the provisions of this Act, shall wilfully 
forswear and perjure himself or herself in any oath to l>c taken under 
this Act, and shall be lawfully convicted thereof, he or she so oftendiog 
shall suffer sucli punishment as by law may be inflicted on persons con- 
victed of 



d ^ further Enacted, That no Prisoner who shall have obtained 

or her discliurge by virtue of this Act, shall at any time after such 
by any ^‘^charge be imprisoned by reason of the judgment so as aforesaid entered 
Judgment for up against liim in the name of such Assignee or Assignees as aforesaid, 
Sloney. or by reason of any judgment or decree obtained for jjayment of inonev 
only, or for any debt, damages, contempt for nonpayment of money, 
costs or sums of money, contracted, incurred, occasioned, ow'ing or gi owing 
due at the time of the commencement of the actual cust^y of such 
Prisoner, but that upon every arrest upon any such judgment or decree, 
or for any such debt, damage, contempt, costs, sum and sums of monev, 
it shall and may be lawful for any Judge of the Court from which any 33 
such process shall have issued, upon showing to such Judge the copy of 
the order for such discharge as aforesaid, to rdease from custody such 
''prisoner as aforesaid, and at tlie same time, if such Judge shall in his 
discretion think fit, to order the plaintiff in such suit or suits, or any 
person or persons suing out such process, to pay such Prisoner the costs 
which he or she shall have incurred on such occasion, or so much thereof 
as to such Judge shall seen* just and reasonable, such Prisaaer causiiag 
a common appearance to be entered for him or her in the action or soil 
for any such debt as aforesaid. 



In Ailions 
brought 
agaiuit any 
Officer, the 
General ItTue 
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And be it forther Enacted, That if any action of escape, or any suk 
or action be brought against any Judge, Assistant Barrister, Sheriff, 
gaoler, keeper of any prison, or any person, for performing the duty of 
his ofoce in pursuance of this Act, such Judge, Justice, Sheriff, gaoter or 
keeper, or other person, may plead the general issue, and give this Act in 
evidence ; and such Judge nuty prove thereon that he was a Judge at die 
time of tlie alleged grievance committed, and such other person may 
prove the special matter of his defence, w ithout having specially pleaded 
the same; and if the plaintiff be nonsuited, or discontinue his or her 
action, or verdict shall pass against him orher, or judgment shid! be had 
upon demurrer, the tlefendanl shall have double costs. 



Plea of Dif- And be it furtlrer Enactetl, That if any sch'e facia.'! or action of ddbty 
Protfil^^ or upon judgment, or any otlier suit or action shall be brouglit ag^st 
any Prisoner, bis or her heirs executors or administrators, upon any juclg-‘ 
ment obtaincti against any such l-^risoner, or any statute or recognizance 
acknowledged by him or liei-, or any other cause of action arising before 
' such Prisoner's discharge by virtue of this Act, except upon the judgment 

entereil 
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entered up by the ussignee or assignees of such Prisoner under the order 
of the Court to he established by virtue of this Act, it shall and may be 
Ia\vful for any such Prisoner, his or her heli-s executors or administrators, 
to plead generally, that such Prisoner was duly discharged according to 
this Act by the order by which such discharge shall have been obtained, 
and that such discharge remains in force, without pleading any other 
matter specially, whereto the plaintiff or plaintiffs shall or may reply 
generally, and deny the matters pleaded as aforesaid, or reply any other 
matter or thing which may show the defendant or defendants not to be 
entitled to the benefit of this Act, or that such Prisoner was not duly dis- 
34 charged according to the provisions of this Act, in tlie same manner as 
the plaintiff or ])laintifis might have replied in case the defendant or 
defendants had pleaded this Act and his discharge by virtue of this Act 
specially ; and if tiie plaintift’ or plaintiffs be nonsuited, discontinue his 
or her action, or verdict pass against him her or them, or judgment shall 
be had on demurrer, the defendant or defendants shall liave double 
costs. 

Providetl always, and be it further Enacted, That in case any such Prifoner*. 
Prisonershall after his discharge out of custody as aforesaid, become entitled ch^gfbg. 
to or possessed in his or her own right, of any stock in the public funds of 
this country, or of any bills of exchange, promissory notes, bank notes, or public Fundf, 
other cboses in action, which by law cannot be taken in execution under o'” 
the said judgment so ^tered up in the name of the said assignee or 
assignees, and such prisoners shall liave refused to convey, assign, or 
transfer such stock, bills of exchange, promissory notes, bank notes, or 
other choses in action, or so much of them as may be sufficient to satisfy 
the said judgment, then and in such cases it shall and may be lawful for the 
assignee or assignees of such Prisoner to apply by petition in a summary 
way, setting forth the facts of die case to the said Court, and to pray that 
the said Prisoner may be taken and remanded to custody, notwithstanding 
any such discharge ; and thereupon, if upon examination by the said Court, 
and hearing as well the said assignee or assignees ^ the said Prisoner, in 
case he shall appear, or the said assignee or assignees only, in case such 
Prisoner (due notice having been given to hiiii) shall not appear, it shall 
appear to the said Court that the contents of the said petition are true, 
then and in such case such Court shall so declare and adjudge, and shall 
thereupon order the said Prisoner to be apprehended and remanded to 
custody, until be shall convey assign and transfer such stock, bills of 
exchange, promissory notes, bank notes or other choses in action, or so 
much thereof as may be sufficient to satisfy such judgment, to such 
assignee or assignees, for the general benefit of the creditors of such 
Prisoner. 

And be it further Enacted, That upon any application being made to Forappeint- 
the Court to be established by virtue of this Act for that purpose, by any p"lfer.^^ 
35 creditor of such Prisoner, it shall and may be lawful for the said Court 
to appoint an Appraiser to value the wearing apparel of such Prisoner 
and his or her family, and the working tools and implements and other 
necessaries, excepted by such Prisoner iu liis or her schedule from the 
operation of this Act. 

5^2. And 
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And be it further Enacted, That no person shall be allowed to practise 
as an attorney or agent in the Court to be established by virtue of this Act, 
unless he shall have been regularly admitted as an attorney or solicitor 
in some one or otlier of the superior courts in Dublin : Provided always, 

That in the case of misconduct of any such attorney or solicitor, the Court 
to be established by virtue of tins Act, shall or may certify the facts 
of such misconduct to such of the superior Courts to which such attorriey 
or solicitor may belong, which last mentioned Court shall and may 
thereupon make such order as to them shall seem reasonable and fit. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any sworn Attorney or Solicitor shall 
act as agent in the Court to be established by virtue of this Act, for any 
person or persons, not being duly qualified to act as an attorney or solicitor 
in some or one of His Majesty’s superior courts of Record in Dublin, or 
permit or suffer his name to be any ways made use of, upon the ac- 
count or for the profit of any unqualified person or persons, or send any 
process or proceedings to such unqualified person or persons, thereby to 
enable him or them to appear act or practise in any respect as an attor- 
ney, solicitor or agent in the Court to be established by virtue of this Act 
as aforesaid, and complaint shall be made thereof in a summary way to 
the Court of which such attorney or solicitor shall have been admitted or 
enrolled, and proof made thereof, upon oath, to the satisfaction of the 
Court, that such sworn Attorney or Solicitor hath offended therein as 
aforesaid, then and in such case every such Attorney or Solicitor so 
offending, shall be struck off the roll, and for ever after disabled from 
practising as an attorney or solicitor. 

And be it further Enacted, That every process and proceeding issuing 
out of the Court to be established by virtue of this Act, shall, before the 
filing service or execution thereof, have subscribed or endorsed thereon 
the name of the attorney or solicitor, written in a common legible hand, by 
whom such process or proceeding respectively shall be filed or sued forth. 

And be it further Enacted, That ki all cases wherein by this Act an 
oath is required, the solemn affirmation of any person being a Quaker, 
shall and may be accepted and taken in lieu thereof; and every person 36 
making such affirmation, who shall be convicted of wilful false affirmation, 
shall incur and suffer such and the same penalties as are indicted and 
imposed upon persons convicted of 

And be it further Enacted, That from and after the 

in case any person shall, with intent to defraud his 
creditor or creditors, wilfully and fraudulently omit in his Schedule any 
effects or property whatsoever to the value of or more 

in the whole, every such person so oft'ending shall, upon being thereof 
convicted by due course of law, be adjudged guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and thereupon it shall and may be lawful for the Court before whom 
such offender shall have been so tried and convicted, to sentence such 
offender to be imprisoned and kept to hard labour for any period of 
time not exceeding years. 

And 
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AND whereas Piisonem claiming the benefit of this Act ma_y be Notto deprive 
liable to be deprived of such benefit on account of inere matters of form, benefit of Aft 
or eiTor or omission in their Petitions, Scheclulc3s or other proceedings 
directed, by this Act ; BE it further Enacted, That it shall and may be- 
lawful to and for the Court to be established by virtue of this Act, to 
amend mattCTS of foitn, and to supply omissions, or to correct errors in 
the Petition, Schedule or other proceedings directed by this Act, in case 
the same shall appear to the said Court to have arisen from ignorance 
mistake or inadvertency, and not to have been wilful and fraudulent; any 
thing hereinbefore contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 



Provided always, and be it furtlier Enacted, That the sum of Sums to be 
and no more shall be paid to any printer or proprietor of any 
newspaper, for the insertion of miy advertisement hereinbcfoi-e directed to 
be inserted in any newspaper ; and ail printers and proprietors of news- 
papers are hereby required to insert the same on payment of the sai<l 
sum of for the insertion thereof; and that no such 

advertisement shall be liabre to the payment of, or chargeable or charged 
with any stamp or other duty whatsoever. 

And be it further Enacted, That lisb of the naraCvS of all such Prisoners Lifts of ^ ^ 
as shall be discharged by virtue of this Act, together with the last place charged to bi 
of their abode, before their commitment to custody, shall from time to 
time be published in The Dablin Gazette. 



37 



Provided always, and be it further Enacted, That nothing in tliis Act 
contained shall extend to entitle the assignee or assignees of the estate 
and eftects of any Prisoner, being an officer of the Army or Navy, or in 
the naval or military service of the East India Company, or a beneficed 
Clergyman or Curate, to the pay of such office, or to the income of such 
benefice or curacy, for the purposes of this Act : Provided alw'ays never- 
theless, Tlrat it shall be lawful for such assignee or assignees to apply 
for and obtain a sequestration of the profits of any such benefice, for the 
payment of the debts of any such clergyman ; and the order for such dis- 
charge shall be a sufficient warrant for granting of such sequestration, 
without any writ or other proceedings to authorize the same ; and such 
sequestration shall accordingly be issued as the same might have been 
issued upon any writ of kvari facias^ founded upon any judgment against 
such clergyman : Provided also, That it shall be lawful for the said Court 
to order such portion of the pay or half pay of any such officer of tlie 
Army or Navy, or naval or military service of the East India Company, 
as on communication from the said Court to the Secretary at W ar, or the 
Loi'ds Commissioners of the Admiralty, or the Court of Directors of the 
'United East India Company, he or they may respectively consent to by 
writing under the hahd of the said Secretary at War, or the Lord.s Com- 
missioners, or secretary of the Admiralty, or said secretary of the Court of 
Directors, to be applied in payment of his debts, and for that purpose to 
be- paid to his assignee or assignees ; and such onler and consent being 
lodged in the office of the Paymaster of His Majesty's forces, or of the 
Treasurer of the Navy, or of the said Court of Directors, as the case shall 
522. E require 
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require, such pa3unaster or treasurer or secretary shall give directions 
accordingly, and such proportion of the pay or half pay of such officer as 
shall be specified in such order and consent, shall be paid to his assignee 
or assignees, until the said Court shall make order to the contrary. 

Provided always, and be it further Enacted, That this Act shall not 
extend, or be construed to extend, to discharge any Prisoner seeking the 
benefit of this Act, with respect to any debt due to His Majesty or His 
successors, or to any debt or penally with which he or she shall stand 
charged at the suit of the Crown ; or of any person for any offence com- 
mitted against any Act or Acts of Parliament relative to His Majesty’s 
Revenues of Customs, Excise or Stamps, or any of them, or any branches 
of the public Revenue; or at the suit of any Sheriff or other public 38 
officer, upon any bail bond entered into for the appearance of any person 
prosecuted for any offence committed against any Act or Acts of Par- 
Uament relative to His ilajesty’s said Revenue of Customs, Excise or 
Stamps, or any other branches of public Revenue, unless three of the 
Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury for the time being shall 
certify under their hands their consent to such discharge. 

And be it further Enacted, That the Commissioner of the said Court 
to be appointed by virtue of this Act, shall immediately after the end of 
months next after the appointment of an Assignee or Assign^s 
under this Act, summon such Assignee or Assignees before him, and 
examine him her or them upon oath or otherwise, touching his her or 
their receipts and payments ; and shall thereupon order such dividend 
to be made of the estate and effects of such Prisoner, as they may think 
proper ; and in case any dividend or dividends shall remain in the hands 
of such Assignee or Assignees for the space of months then next 

following, it shall and may be lawful to and for such Commissioner, 
and he is hereby authorized, to order and direct that such unclaimed 
dividend or dividends shall be immediately paid into the Court esta- 
blished under this Act ; and in default of payment of such dividend or 
dividends, by the time by the said Commissioner to be for that purpose 
limited, it shall and may be lawful to and for the said Court to take such 
summary remedy for the purpose, by a distress and sale of the goods and 
chattels of such Assignee or Assignees, as to the said Court shall seem 
proper ; and if no sufficient distress can be found, then and in such case 
the said Court shall be at liberty to commit the offender to the common 
gaol or house of correction, without bail or mainprize, there to remain 
until the said Court shall make other order to the contrary. 

Provided also, and be it further Enacted, That nothing in this Act 
shall extend, or be construed to extend, to release or discharge any Attor- 
ney at Law, Solicitor, or any other person acting or pretending to act 
as such, with regard to any debt or demand for any money or other 
effects recovered or received by him for the use of any person or persons, 
bodies corporate or politic, and by any such attorney, solicitor, or other 
person acting as such, embezzled, concealed or converted to his own use; 
or to release or to discharge any servant or other pereon employed or en- 
trusted 
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trusted ag such, with regard to any debt or demand for or on account of 
39 any money goods or oAer eflects received or possessed by him or her 
for the use and account of his or her master or masters, or employer or 
employers, and by such servant or other person so embezzled concealed 
or converted to his or her own use ; or to release or discharge any person 
with regard to any debt or demand arising from or created by any breach 
of trust or confidence, any thing herein contained to the contrary thereof 
in anywise notwithstanding ; unless the person or persons to whom such 
debt or demand shall be due or owing, shall Consent to the discharge of 
such Prisoner by virtue of this Act ; or unless such Prisoner shall have 
been confined in prison for such debt or demand, for the space of 
years before the time when such Prisoner shall apply for his or her dis- 
charge by virtue of this Act. 



his matter's 
prc^>erty, »iH- 
iefs the perioA 
tleFraudett 
Ihail confent, 
or unlefs the 
prifoner fliall 
have been 
confined Fitc 
Y ear*. 



Provided also, and be it further Enacted, That no Prisoner who 
know'ingly and designedly by false pretence or pretences, or under any 
fictitious name or names assumed for the purposes of obtaining credit, 
or by any other fraudulent means, shall have obtained from any person 
or persons, money, goods, w'ares or merchandizes, bonds, bills of exchange, 
promissoiy notes, or other securities for money or other effects, or who 
shall have contracted any debt by fraudulently obtaining false credit, or 
by any other fraudulent means, or who shall have fraudulently removed 
or caused to have been removed any stock, cattle, goods or effects of the 
value of or upwards, which were subject or liable to be 

distrained by his or her landlord or landlords for any rent or rents 
vriiereby such landlord or landlords shall have lost all or some part of 
such rent or rents, shall have any discharge by or under this Act from 
the debt or demand arising from or remaining due in consequence of 
such fraudulent conduct, imless the person or persons who shall be en- 
titled to such debt or demand shall consent to the discharge of such 
Prisoner by virtue of this Act, or such Prisoner shall have been confined 
in prison for such debt or demand, for the space of years before 
the time when such Prisoner shall apply for his or her discharge by virtue 
of this Act. 



Pri&itoers who 
fliaii have ob- 
tained money 
or good* by 
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liable to be 
diftrained for 
rent, ftiall not 
be difcharged 
unlefs the per- 
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Provided also, and be it further Enacted, That no Prisoner who shall 
have suffered any person who has become Bail or Surety for such Prisoner 
to be charged in respect of such bail or surety, shall be discharged by 
virtue of this Act from any debt or demand arising on such account, 
without the consent of the person or persons entitled to such debt or 
demand. 



No prifoner 
who has fuf- 
fered his bail 
to be charged, 
fliall be dif- 
charged. 



1 



40 Provided also, and be it further Enacted, That no Prisoner who shall No prifoner 
be charged in execution for damages recovered in any action for criminal execu^on^for 
conversation with the wife of the plaintiff in such action, or in any 
action for seducing or carnally knowing the daughter or fem^ servant actions for 
of the plaintiff in such action, or in any action for a malicious prosecu- Seduaion"'or'^ 
tion, or in any action for any other malicious injury, shall have any dis- action* for 
charge from such debt or damages under this Act, unless the person or juries, ftiaii"be 
persons entitled to the benefit of such debt or damages shall consent to JS^he'ha* 
522. E 2 the 
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the discharge of such Prisoner by virtue of this Act, or unless such 
Prisoner shall have been confined in prison for such debt or damage for 
the space of years before the time when such Prisoner shall apply 

for his OF her discharge under this Act. 

And be it farther Enacted, That it shall not be lawful for the Com- 
missioner to be appointed under this Act, to practise as a Barrister in 
any Court of Justice, or in any part of the business thereof, so long as 
he shall continue to be such Commissioner. 

And be it further Enacted, That this Act shall continue in force until 
the 

and thenceforth until the end of the next Session of Parliament, and 
no longer. 

Provided always, and be it further Enacted, That this Act, or any part 
thereof, may be repealed or altered by any new Act or Acts to be made in 
this present Session of Parliament. 



FORMS OF NOTICES. 



Form of Notice of the day on which the Meeting of the Creditors 
is to take place. 

Court for the Relief ofl IN die Petition of A . jB. \or, of C. D. a creditor 
Insolvent Debtors. J of A. R.] an Insolvent Debtor, lately residing at 
and now a Prisoner at 

Notice is hereby ^ven. That the said Petition, together \^'ith the 
Schedule of the said A. B. were, on filed in tliis Court ; 

and this Court doth hereby appoint \day, hour and place of meeting\ for 
the Creditors of the said A. B. to meet before G. H. Esquire, a Com- 
missioner [or. Examiner] of this Court, to prove their debts, and to choose 
Assignees. Dated Court. 



Form of Notice of the final Examination of an Insolvent. 



Court for tKe Relief of-i . IN the PetitionofA. R. [or, of C. D. acreditor 
Insolvent Debtors. J Insolvent Debtor, lately residing at 



and now a Prisoner at 

Notice is hereby given, That the said A. R. will be brought 
before this Court on [or, if at Sessions, before the 

Assistant Barrister for the County of at the 

next General Quarter Sessions of the Peace, holden at ] 

for his final Examination, touching his estate, effects and debts. 

Dated 



By the Court. 



Form 
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42 Form Notice of a Meeting of Creditors, to consider whether an 
Insolvent's real Estate shall be sold. 

A. B's. Estate. 

Notice is hereby given, That a Meeting of the Creditors of A. B. who 
have proved their debts, will be held [day, hour, and place of meeting^] 
to consider when, w'here, and in what manner the real estate [in possession, 
reversion, remainder, or expectancy] of the said A. B. situate at 
shall be sold for the benefit of his creditors. 

£ j'} Assignees. 



Form of Certificate to the Court for relief of Insolvent Debtors, from 
the Assistant Barrister at Quarter Sessions. 

I, A. B. Assistant Barrister for the County [or, County of the City, 
or, County of the Town] of do hereby 

certify, That C. D. an Insolvent Debtor, was on the 
day of brought before me at 

the General Quarter Sessions of the Peace, at 

in the said County [County of a City, or, County of a Town] for his final 
Examination ; and that the said C. D. is entitled to the benefit of an Act 
made in the fifty-ninth year of the reign of King George the Third, for 
the relief of Insolvent Debtors in Ireland. 

To the Court for the *! A. B. Assistant Barrister, 

Belief of Insolvent Debtors, j 

Or, if the case shall so require, after the words '‘final Examina- 
tion," the said Certificate shall proceed as follows: 

And that the said C. D. having fraudulently omitted effects or property 
to the value of pounds in his Schedule [or, having 

contracted a debt to E. F. fraudulently, or without any reasonable or 
probable expectation of being able to pay the same] [or, having put G. H. 
one of his creditors, to unnecessary expense, by a vexatious or frivolous 
defence, or by improper delay in a suit for recovery of his debt] I have 
42 declared and adjudged that the term of confinement of the saiid C. D. for 
such offence, ought to be extended from six months to 
before he shall be discharged from custody, by virtue of an Act made in 
the fifty-ninth year of the reign of King George the Third, for the relief 
of Insolvent Debtors in Ireland. 

To the Court for the *1 A. B. Assistant Barrister. 

Relief of Insolvent Debtors, j 
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